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WILHELMY JOINS BARRETT, EASTERDAY, CUNNINGHAM & ESELGROTH, LLP
COLUMBUS, OH—July 12, 2011—The law firm of Barrett, Easterday, Cunningham & Eselgroth LLP (BECE) is pleased to announce that Kristi Kress Wilhelmy has joined the firm as an associate attorney.

“Kristi will be a great asset to our firm and our clients,” said David Barrett, a founding partner of BECE. “The combination of her strong agricultural background and her federal court experience on both the trial and appellate levels is a big plus for the firm, given that we serve agribusiness clients with complex legal issues throughout North America.” 

Prior to joining BECE, Kristi worked as an attorney at Bryan Cave in Kansas City, Missouri and most recently at Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP in Columbus, Ohio. She has experience litigating a variety of matters including contract and general business disputes, employment matters, eminent domain/real estate appropriation actions, coal, oil, and gas litigation, and consumer protection matters. Kristi is a member of the American Bar Association and the Ohio State Bar Association, and she is currently licensed to practice law in the state of Ohio and various federal courts.

Kristi grew up on her family’s farm in Brown County, Ohio, where she was involved in raising beef cattle, sheep, corn, soybeans, wheat, and tobacco. Throughout her youth, she was active in both 4-H and FFA, including serving as the 1997-98 State FFA Reporter and as a member of the 1998 Ohio State Junior Fair Board. 

“Growing up on a farm, agriculture was always an important part of my life,” Kristi said. “Today’s farmers and agribusinesses face a variety of complex legal issues, and I am looking forward to the opportunity to help them tackle those challenges,” Kristi said.
Kristi graduated from The Ohio State University with a B.S. (summa cum laude and with distinction in Agriculture Education). She earned her Juris Doctor (summa cum laude) from The University of Toledo College of Law, where she also was awarded the Order of the Coif. Following law school, Kristi clerked for the Honorable James G. Carr of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio in Toledo and the Honorable Mary Beck Briscoe of the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit in Lawrence, Kansas. 

When she is not practicing law, Kristi enjoys spending time with her husband and two children. 
The law firm of Barrett, Easterday, Cunningham & Eselgroth LLP provides a wide range of legal services, including a special emphasis on serving the needs of agricultural producer and agribusiness clients. Areas of emphasis include agricultural legal issues, business and estate planning, agricultural financing, business formation, debtor/creditor/bankruptcy law, commodities law, commercial transactions, environmental law, estate administration, federal farm program issues, government regulation, land use planning, real estate, like-kind exchanges, tax law, litigation, mediation and arbitration. The firm is headquartered in Dublin, Ohio, a northwest suburb of Columbus. You can learn more about BECE at www.ohiocounsel.com.
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